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(3) Relations between the Government and the Assyrians

In a previous volume of this series,1 the history of the Hakkiyari
Assyrian Highlanders' relations with the Turkish, British and 'Iraqi
Governments has been carried down to the settlement of the inter-
national controversy over the disposal of the former Ottoman vilayet
of Mosul. At the moment when this settlement was completed by the
signature of the Anglo-'Iraqi-Turkish Treaty of the 5th June, 1926,2
the situation of the Assyrians was as follows. Almost the whole of the
Hakldyarl mountain country, which was the ex-Ottoman Assyrians'3
ancestral homeland, had come again, de facto as well as dejure, under
Turkish rule, with the exception of the district of Barwar-i-Bala ;4
and, on the Turkish side of the frontier, the Assyrians who had
reoccupied their homes in 1921, when the country was politically
a no-man's-land, had been driven out again, to the 'Iraqi side of the
line, by Turkish military operations in 1924. Thus, except for the
people of Barwar-i-Bala, who probably accounted for less than a
quarter of the total Assyrian population in 'Iraq5 from the autumn
of 1924 onwards, the Assyrians who were resident on 'Iraqi territory
at the time of the international settlement of 1925-6 were people
whose native homes lay outside the frontiers of 'Iraq as these had
now been drawn; and the relations of these Assyrian refugees with
the native inhabitants of the districts of 'Iraq where they were
squatting, and with the Arab National Government at Baghdad, were
inevitably difficult.

The Assyrian refugees, for their part, were profoundly disappointed
and embittered by their experiences since the beginning of the

positively invited a policy of divide et impera; and the Arab Government at
Baghdad were no doubt as much alive to this as were the Turkish Government
at Angora or the Persian Government at Tihran.

1 See the Bwrvoyfof 1926, vol. i, pp. 21, 483-6, 409-504.

9 Op. eit., pp. 527-8.

3  For tho Port-dan Assyrian lowlanders, whose homes had lain on the
westtyrn shores of Lake Urumlyah, BOO op. cit., pp. 483 and 485, footnote L

4  For this exception see Report W329 p. 10, which is quoted in the present
chapter on p. 145, below,

5  For the strength of the support "behind the petition of the 21st September,
1932, from Bishop Yuwalaha [Yaballaha] of Barwar-i-Bala, see Minutes of the
Twenty-Second Session of the Permanent Mandates Commission, p. 329. The
opinion of tho MandatCB Commission's rapporteur* that the petitioners' elaim
to represent 2,400 families is exaggerated, is fully borne out in the report of
the 28th September, 1933, by the settlement expert, Major D, B. Thomson, who
estimates the number of families of Assyrians whose pre-War homes were in
areas now within the Kingdom of 'Iraq, as only 409, as against 3,500 families of
refugees from the territory which had remained under Turkish rule (Minutes
of the Seventy-Seventh Session of the League Council, Part II, p. 1840),